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Earnings and Legal Disclaimers

The information provided in these templates is not a guarantee that articles written according to these 
guidelines will be accepted or published by all article directories or webmasters. We also do not promise or 
guarantee that you will make money using these templates. You will have to do some work, use your best 
judgment, and perform due diligence before using the information in this document, and even then we can't 
promise that you will be successful - that's up to your persistence and consistent efforts.

Nothing in this report is intended to be professional, legal, financial and/or accounting advice. Always seek 
competent advice from qualified professionals before making any business or financial decision.

The information provided in this document represents the best expert opinions of the author as of the date of  
publication. But on the Internet, conditions can change rapidly, so we reserve the right to alter and update 
this information in the future.

Also it is always wise and prudent to check all local, state, and federal laws to make sure you are in 
compliance when you do any online marketing. We encourage you to do so.  If you break federal, state, city, 
or other local email laws, we will not be held liable for any liabilities or damages you incur. 

All trademarks and company names mentioned in this book are the property of their respective companies 
or business entities.

Copyright and Use of this Ebook

Copyright 2010, Anik Singal.  All rights reserved.

This document and the templates herein are protected by U.S. and International copyright laws. 
The reproduction, modification, distribution, transmission, republication, or display of the content 
in this book is strictly prohibited without prior written permission from Anik Singal.  

This book is for your use only. You do not have resale or giveaway rights to this book.  
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1 - Answer a Question
 
Goal: To anticipate and answer ONE question in the mind of the 
reader.  Your goal is to clarify, sort out, and/or explain something 
that may be confusing, or to define/explain a common issue in 
your niche in great detail. Answers to common questions get lots 
of views at most article directories!
 
Writing Tips

• The question itself often makes a good title.
• Be sure to define unfamiliar words or terminology.
• Assume the reader knows nothing about the topic.
• Search your niche on Yahoo Answers for questions; write 

articles that answer them.
• Try putting your keywords into a question, then query 

Google with the entire question to get more ideas for topics 
and titles.

• Use Wordtracker’s Keyword Questions tool to find common 
questions in your niche: http://labs.wordtracker.com/
keyword-questions

• VARIATION: Write a Question/Answer article in which you 
answer a list of frequently asked questions (3-5 usually Q/
As usually work best).

 
Sample Titles
 

What Does ____ Mean?
What Is ____ Anyway?
____ Answered At Last!
3 of the Most Common Questions About ___
A Straight Answer to the Question: ____
What Do They Mean When They Say ____?
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Have You Ever Wondered What ____ Is?
What Is ____ and Why Should You Care?

 
 

TEMPLATE
Remember: Each part below should have multiple short paragraphs. Use 
subheads in bold <b> </b> tags and keep paragraphs short - no more than 
2-3 lines.
 

Opening: State the question; make sure it's spelled out in 
detail.

Part 1: State common misconceptions or problems that 
result from an incorrect understanding of the issue. 
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Part 2: Clarify the question: Define terms, differentiate from 
other common questions/issues.

Part 3: Provide a clear answer.  Be sure to explain WHAT, 
WHY 

and, if necessary, HOW (though you’ll want to save most of 
the HOW for your website).
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Part 4: Provide a quick tip for how the reader can use this 
information in their lives.

Closing: Hint at further questions that the reader also 
needs to have answered. This can be a good lead into your 

resource box and website.
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2 - Avoiding Problems, Pain, Disasters
 
Goal:  To help the reader avoid something that causes pain, 
unpleasantness, needless expense, or waste of time and energy.  
Your goal is to anticipate problems your readers may have and 
help them avoid bad consequences. "Avoidance" articles like 
these often get more views than articles with the same 
information presented with a positive spin.
 
Sample Titles
 

5 Things You Must Not Do If You Want ____
7 Things Not to Do If You Want ____
3 Ways to Avoid the Horror of ____
5 Things You Should Never Say/Do When ____
Never Do This If You Want ____
3 Ways to Lose Money on Your Next ____
Why Doing ____ is the Wrong Way to Get ____
You'll Never Get ___ If You Keep Doing These 3 Things
3 Ways to Avoid the ____ Trap

 
Writing Tips

• Get ideas from "positive" articles; then just tell the reader 
what he/she should NOT do.

• Lists work well with this type of article
• Try formulating the article as a list of things your reader 

should NOT do if they want a positive outcome: "3 Things 
You Should Never Say If You Want…"

• Personal stories - especially if you experienced negative 
consequences - are a great way to start these articles. 
You'll hook your reader from the beginning!
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TEMPLATE
Remember: Each part below should have multiple short paragraphs. Use 
subheads in bold <b> </b> tags and keep paragraphs short - no more than 
2-3 lines.
 

Opening: State the positive outcome your reader 
wants, then state that this outcome can't happen if the 

following occurs…

Main body of article (5-7 paragraphs): List each 
thing the reader should NOT do, followed by a short 
explanation of WHY this is the wrong thing to do.  If 
you are writing about just one thing to avoid, break it 

into several steps or "reasons why." Use a bold 
subhead for each step or reason.

 
Paragraph 1 - First Thing NOT To Do
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Paragraph 2 - Second Thing NOT To Do

Paragraph 3 - Third Thing NOT To Do

Paragraphs 4 etc. - Additional Things the Reader Should Not Be 
Doing
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Summary: Summarize for the reader the bad 
consequences of doing the wrong thing(s) as you've 

described them

Closing: Hint at positive things the reader can do, 
leading into a resource box that promises positive 

advice and a web page that offers more help through a 
newsletter, report, or further articles on your site/blog.
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3 - Cheap, Free, Easy, Fast
 
Goal: Offer the reader a simpler, easier, cheaper, faster, or free 
option for acquiring a product, skill, or response from another 
person. Your goal is to get your reader to see the value of your 
recommended resources, so they click through to your website.
 
Sample Titles
 

5 Places to Get Cheap ____
7 Ways to Get ____ That Are Totally Free
5 Of the Fastest ____
Why Pay For ___ When You Can Get It Free?
4 Easy Ways to Get ___ for Less Money
3 Ways to Cure ___ Fast - In 2 Days Or Less!
7 Places to Get Free ____ for Your ____
3 Ways to Get Faster ____
Get 3 ___ in 3 Weeks Or Less

 
Writing Tips

• You can get endless ideas for lucrative niches by going to 
your favorite article directory and searching on each of the 
terms "cheap," "free," "easy," and "fast."  Check out the 
titles that come up for specific article ideas.

• Be careful of obvious "selling" in this type of article - that 
turns off directory reviewers, webmasters, and readers 
alike. Keep the focus on helping the reader, not on pushing 
a product or your website.

• It really helps if you have personal experience with the 
resources you recommend, so you can write with authority 
and credibility.
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TEMPLATE
Remember: Each part below should have multiple short paragraphs. Use 
subheads in bold <b> </b> tags and keep paragraphs short - no more than 
2-3 lines.
 

Opening: Explain how your readers could be wasting 
time, money, or energy without the knowledge you're 

about to show them.

Summarize the solution: Briefly mention the 
resources or products that you know will help your 

readers do or get whatever they need easier, cheaper, 
faster - or even for free.
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Main body of article (5-7 paragraphs): List each 
resource and provide a short explanation of why and 
how each of these is a valuable time saver or money 

saver.  If you are writing about just one resource, break 
down the "reasons why" into a list.  Use a bold 

subhead for each step 
or reason.

 
Paragraph 1 - First Resource

 
 

Why This is So Helpful or is Such A Great Time/Money Saver

Paragraph 2 - Next Resource
 
 

Why This is So Helpful or is Such A Great Time/Money Saver

My Top Article Templates                                                                                                                    14

Copyright 2010, Anik Singal. All Rights Reserved.



Paragraph 3 - Next Resource
 
 

Why This is So Helpful or is Such A Great Time/Money Saver

Paragraph 4 etc. - More Resources
 
 

Why Each One is So Helpful or is Such A Great Time/Money 
Saver
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Closing: Remind your readers of how much money or 
time they could be wasting if they don't investigate the 

alternatives in your article. This prepares them to 
investigate your resource box, where you promise 

them more helpful resources on your website.
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4 - Hot Trends
 
Goal: This is an informational article you can also have fun with - 
and it can work with almost any niche. Write about the latest 
trends and innovations that change with the times and seasons. 
Your goal is to grab your reader's attention with the promise of 
getting the inside story on what's new, trendy, fashionable, 
recently released, etc.
 
Sample Titles
 

5 Super-Hot Trends in ____
3 Can't-Miss Trends in ____
Are You Missing These 4 Hot Trends in ____?
3 New Releases from ____ Reviewed
Top 5 Trends in ____ For 2009
Are You Missing These 7 Trends in ____?
Oprah’s [or other celebrity name] Latest: Hot Trend in _____

 
Writing Tips

• News blogs and TV shows, especially cable shows, are 
great places to find material to write about. Don’t forget 
specialty news and gossip shows, such as sports news, 
celebrity gossip, etc.   

• Subscribe to Google Alerts http://www.google.com/alerts 
and RSS feeds to get ideas for trends articles.

• Short-term traffic can be extremely high with this type of 
article, so it's a great way to attract a lot of visitors to your 
website in a short timeframe.

• A funny, offbeat, or even a gossipy style of writing can work 
very well with this type of article.

My Top Article Templates                                                                                                                    17

Copyright 2010, Anik Singal. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.google.com/alerts
http://www.google.com/alerts


• This is one type of article where you can go ahead and use 
technical language, niche slang, or buzzwords. Your 
readers are fans of this niche, and will probably already 
know the lingo.

TEMPLATE
Remember: Each part below should have multiple short paragraphs. Use 
subheads in bold <b> </b> tags and keep paragraphs short - no more than 
2-3 lines.
 

Opening: Get right to the point and tell your reader 
what the new trends are in a couple of short, punchy 

sentences. Remember, they're eager to get the 
"scoop" from your article, so don't waste a lot of time 
with an introduction - jump quickly into what they're 

dying to read!
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Trend Talk: Now put each trend you're reporting on in 
a subhead in boldface. Try to come up with a catchy 

name for each trend.  Beneath each subhead, do 
some in-depth discussion of each trend as shown 

below:
 

Catchy Trend #1

Your Insights Into Trend #1
 

Why is this trend so hot right now?
 
 

Who is picking up on this trend?
 
 

Where and how can your readers hop on this trend?
 
 

Will this trend last? Why or why not?
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Catchy Trend #2

Your Insights Into Trend #2
 

Why is this trend so hot right now?
 
 

Who is picking up on this trend?
 
 

Where and how can your readers hop on this trend?
 
 

Will this trend last? Why or why not?
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Catchy Trend #3

Your Insights Into Trend #3
 

Why is this trend so hot right now?
 
 

Who is picking up on this trend?
 
 

Where and how can your readers hop on this trend?
 
 

Will this trend last? Why or why not?

More Trend Talk

Repeat the Above for Additional Trends
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Summarize the Buzz:  What's the final word on the 
street? If big names in this niche have made public 

comments on these trends, you can quote them - and 
talk back to them - here.  (You can also use this kind of 
information in the opening of the article, though usually 

it's best to leave it until the end, when the reader is 
already hooked.)

Closing:  Hint at other hot trends you feel will be 
gaining steam.  This makes a great lead into your 

resource box If you have a news or trends blog in your 
niche
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5 - How To
 
Goal:   Teach your reader, in step-by-step detail, how to make or 
do something they really want to accomplish - or how to avoid 
doing it wrong.  Your goal is to grab the attention of readers who 
are confused about the process of how to do something, or who 
have never done it before.
 
Sample Titles
 

How to ____ in 5 Easy Steps
How to Prevent ____
How to ____ in 7 Days Or Less
How Not to ____
How to Avoid ____
How to Improve Your ____ by Your Next Lesson
How to Get Rid Of ____ by This Weekend
How to Do ____ Better

 
Writing Tips

• Two keys to a great how-to article are: breaking the how-to 
down into simple steps, and explaining each step in detail.

• Always assume your reader knows nothing - define terms, 
explain what tools or products they need, and don't talk 
above their heads.

• Cash in on your traffic by promoting an information product 
directly related to your how-to information. Send readers to 
a web page where they can subscribe to get a free viral 
report you've created out of your other how-to articles.
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TEMPLATE
Remember: Each part below should have multiple short paragraphs. Use 
subheads in bold <b> </b> tags and keep paragraphs short - no more than 
2-3 lines.
 

Opening: Describe what you're going to show the 
reader, and explain the kinds of problems that occur if 

your "how tos" are not followed.

The Steps: Briefly list the steps the reader must take. 
Don't go into detail, you'll do that in a minute.

 

Need To Know: If the reader needs to know what 
technical terms mean, or if special equipment, tools, or 

products are required, explain them now.
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How To Do Each Step: Now explain each step in 
order.  List each step as a subhead in boldface, with 
short explanatory paragraphsbeneath each subhead.

Step #1 

Why It's Important, and How You Do It

Step #2

Why It's Important, and How You Do It
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Step #3

Why It's Important, and How You Do It

Additional Steps...
(Repeat as above.)

Closing: Briefly summarize the benefits of following 
your how-tos to the letter.  You can also remind the 

reader of the problems which may occur if they don't 
follow your instructions. In your resource box, you can 

promise more helpful information on your website.
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6 - Product Review
 
Goal:  Offer readers a product review that is highly informative, 
impartial, fair and balanced. People who read reviews are 
looking for information about the product - not a sales pitch. So 
the more detailed, real-world information you can share about 
the product, the better the response to your review article. Your 
ultimate goal is to match this product with readers who need it - 
and are actively looking for it - by getting them to read all the way 
through. You want them to get to your resource box, click 
through to your comparison website or direct sales landing page, 
and purchase through your affiliate links.
 
Sample Titles
 

Considering Buying ____? Read This First!
A Long-Time Satisfied User Reviews ____
Should Beginners Buy ____?
Is ____ Really As User-Friendly As It Claims?
____ and ____ Compared Side by Side
What's Right and Wrong With ____?
A Satisfied Customer Reviews ____

 
Writing Tips

◦ A review is not a sales letter, so don't sell! People 
read reviews because they want detailed information 
about a product and want to know whether it performs 
as promised.

◦ The more information you include in your review, and 
the less you sell, the better your conversions will be. 
Provide specs, colors, dimensions, performance test 
data, etc. through a sharp and critical eye.
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◦ Use your resource box to send readers to your "where 
to locate ____" or "where to get the best prices on 
____" website.

TEMPLATE
Remember: Each part below should have multiple short paragraphs. Use 
subheads in bold <b> </b> tags and keep paragraphs short - no more than 
2-3 lines.
 

Opening: State what the product is, who it is 
intended for, and what it claims to do. 
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Product Description: Give the reader lots of 
information about the product.  Focus on what you 
would be looking for if you were researching the 

product online - size, colors, specs, contents, 
performance, features, and price. You may need two 

or more paragraphs to do this effectively.
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Performance: How did the product work for you?  
What results did you get from using the product? Be 

as specific as possible. It helps if you have purchased 
the product, since you can then talk about the way 

the product works in real-life situation. 

For information products, mention specific bits of 
information - including page numbers, or the 

approximate time a helpful section of a video or audio 
occurs. This can go a long way towards making a 

reader excited about purchasing the product. 
 

Try to save a detail or two to hint at - but not discuss 
in depth - at the end of the review.
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Downside: No product, no matter how good, can do 
everything. Are there any disadvantages to using this 
product?  Are there some consumers for whom it isn't 

well suited?

Value: Is this product a good value for the cost? Be 
sure to explain why. State any guarantees or 

warranties. If you wish, and if you have space, briefly 
compare this product to other similar products.
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Summary: To inspire your reader to click through to 
your resource box, this is where you can hint at one 

or two other aspects of the product which are 
especially beneficial or interesting. This makes a 

great lead into your resource box, where you promise 
a more detailed review or other product information 

on your website.

My Top Article Templates                                                                                                                    32

Copyright 2010, Anik Singal. All Rights Reserved.



7 - Rules, Laws, Principles, Lessons
 
Goal: State some rules or lessons you have learned about 
almost any topic. Your goal is to get the reader interested in your 
personal experiences - how you did something, learned 
something, or used something to improve yourself, make more 
money, get what you want, achieve a goal, or even help 
someone else. Promise more helpful principles and lessons on 
your website, and design a web page which delivers on this 
promise through an opt-in newsletter, a downloadable report, or 
more free content (such as blog posts). These types of articles 
can be very popular and can get you quick traffic if you write a 
strong title.
 
Sample Titles
 

The 7 Principles of ____
10 Success Rules of ____
The 10 Commandments of ____
Avoid Disaster by Following These 7 Rules of ____
5 Critical Lessons I Learned About ____
7 Principles That Can Change Your ____ Overnight
Warning: Don't Ignore These 5 Rules of ____!
Do You Know the 5 Basic Principles of ____
3 Rules of Successful ____

 
Writing Tips

• Personal stories and experiences, written in a relaxed and 
conversational tone, work very well in this type of article. 
Readers enjoy stories with a moral or lesson, provided 
you're not "preachy" and don't lecture them.
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• Try not to mix Rules and Lessons in one article. A Lessons 
article focuses on a personal story. A Rules article is often a 
list of principles with a little explanation and example of 
each. 

• Try to give each rule or lesson a short, catchy title that will 
grab your reader.

• Obviously "lessons" are an excellent fit for the self-help 
niche, but they can also work for articles on business, 
careers, relationships, travel, religion, lifestyles, and many 
other niches.

• Offering more rules or lessons in your resource box is a 
great way to get readers to click through to your website 
and subscribe to your newsletter.

TEMPLATE
Remember: Each part below should have multiple short paragraphs. Use 
subheads in bold <b> </b> tags and keep paragraphs short - no more than 
2-3 lines.
 

Opening: Briefly describe a personal experience or 
other event that taught you these rules or lessons. A 

personal tone works well here. 
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Rules/Lessons: List each Rule, Lesson, Principle, or 
Law as a subhead in boldface. Then under each one, 
explain why this is an important rule, and how it works 

in a practical way. Be sure to mention the results of 
following these rules successfully, both in your own 
and in other people's lives. Using some humor and 

personality in this type of article works very well.
 

Rule #1
 

Why It's Important

 
 
 

How It Works In Real Life
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Rule #2
 

Why It's Important

 
 
 

How It Works In Real Life
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Rule #3
 

Why It's Important

 
 
 

How It Works In Real Life

Additional Rules
(Follow the same formula as above.)
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Summary: Try to boil down all the rules into one 
theme or idea that your reader can easily remember.  

Closing: Briefly repeat the rules or lessons in a few 
words. If you wish, you can also describe negative 

consequences you (or others) experienced when not 
following these rules or not behaving according to the 

principles/lessons.
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8 - Top Tips
 
Goal: Offer readers your most valuable, useful, lucrative, or even 
controversial tips.  Your goal is to establish credibility with the 
reader by offering them advice of real value. These really should 
be your top tips. Actionable tips usually work best in this type of 
article, so avoid offering generic advice. The more value the 
reader gets out of the article, the more likely they will be to check 
out your website. Just be sure not to give away every detail of 
how to execute each tip, so readers will feel that they need to 
read your resource box and click through to your website to get 
the full value out of your advice.
 
Sample Titles
 

Top 10 Tips for Avoiding ____ Disasters
Top 5 Tips for Better ____ Results Today
My #1 Top Tip on How To ____
Do You Know the Top 7 Tips for the Best ____?
5 Top Tips for Improving ____
10 Top ____ Tips for Getting ____ This Week!
7 Top Tips for Instant ____ Revealed
8 Top Tips to Help You Avoid ____ Disasters
9 Top Tips that Help You Save Money on ____

 
Writing Tips

• You can feature 5, 10, 12… or even just 1 top tip, provided 
it's an outstanding piece of information that your readers 
can actually use to get results right away.

• Be sure to capitalize on your reader's interest in your 
resource box. Offer more valuable tips on your site, then 
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lead readers to an opt-in page or a download of a viral 
report.

• This type of article is excellent for helping readers avoid 
pain or disaster, without sounding overly "negative."

TEMPLATE
Remember: Each part below should have multiple short paragraphs. Use 
subheads in bold <b> </b> tags and keep paragraphs short - no more than 
2-3 lines.
 

Opening: Open with a statement of the realistic value - 
in terms of money, time, or results - of the tip(s) you're 
about to reveal. Avoid exaggerated claims, but do state 
the hours, dollars, or results that can be achieved with 

your tips. This can make a huge difference in how 
many click throughs to your website you will get.
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Tip #1: Reveal your single most valuable tip first. Offer 
a brief explanation of why it works so well. Go ahead 

and give details - this establishes the massive value of 
your advice, and will encourage the reader to trust you 

and keep reading.

Tip #2: Reveal your second most valuable tip next. 
Ideally this tip should build on the first, further 

increasing the value of your opinions in the reader's 
mind.  
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Tip #3 +: Reveal your third, fourth, etc. most valuable 
tips. You will probably only have enough space to hint 
at additional tips. That's fine, it gets the reader curious 

about what they can learn on your website.

Closing: Briefly state the main goal of all the tips 
you've just revealed (save money, save time, increase 
results, etc.), and remind the reader of the benefits of 

putting them into practice immediately. Keep this short, 
but don't be afraid to make this a strong statement - it 

will help get click throughs on your resource box.
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9 - What Experts Do
 
Goal: Share tips, tactics, methods, and strategies that you have 
learned while rubbing shoulders with experts, insiders, and 
professionals in your field. You can also summarize what you’ve 
learned from experts in your study of a given topic or 
participation in a niche. Your goal is to establish credibility with 
the reader through your knowledge of how the very best people 
in your niche solve problems, achieve their goals, make more 
money, or avoid disasters.
 
Sample Titles
 

7 Ways the Experts Do ____
5 Warnings from ____ Experts
3 Expert Tactics for ____
7 Places Where Insiders Go for ____
What the Experts Recommend for ____
How to ____ the Way the Experts Do
3 Reasons Experts Are Dead Wrong About ____
5 Insider Secrets to Getting More ____

 
Writing Tips

• Spin this into a "negative" article by showing how the 
experts are wrong. You should show actual evidence of 
why these so-called expert opinions should not be followed. 
And always offer a positive alternative for each point.

• Short quotations from experts in your niche are a great 
addition to this type of article. They help establish you as 
"in the know," even if you are new to the field.

• You can use the "expert perspective" while indirectly 
reviewing a product. Simply tell your reader what the 
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experts use or recommend, then offer more information on 
these tools in your resource box.

TEMPLATE
Remember: Each part below should have multiple short paragraphs. Use 
subheads in bold <b> </b> tags and keep paragraphs short - no more than 
2-3 lines.
 

Opening: Start by telling your reader that experts in 
your niche achieve better (or worse) results when 
tackling this problem or using these resources. Tell 

your readers they too can achieve these same results.
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What Experts vs. Non-Experts Do: State each expert 
tip or tactic in a short, catchy subhead (in boldface). 

Explain why each one works (or doesn't work) so well, 
and be sure to contrast it against the way non-experts 
do the same thing (and get better or worse results). If 
you wish, use short quotations from experts to help 
establish credibility - this shows you've done your 

homework.

Expert Tip #1
 

Why It Works

Why It's Better Than What Non-Experts Do

My Top Article Templates                                                                                                                    45

Copyright 2010, Anik Singal. All Rights Reserved.



Expert Tip #2
 

Why It Works

Why It's Better Than What Non-Experts Do
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Expert Tip #3
 

Why It Works

Why It's Better Than What Non-Experts Do

Additional Expert Tips
(Follow the same formula as above.)
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Summary: Briefly summarize the expert vs. non-
expert approach and, most importantly, the difference 

in the results.

Closing: State the main benefit of expert or insider 
knowledge to your reader. You can also hint at a few 
other ways experts do things differently as a lead into 
your resource box, where you promise more expert or 

insider advice on your website.
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10 - X vs. Y
 
Goal: You will compare - and contrast - two different ideas, 
goals, methods, tactics, or products for your reader. The 
comparison can be straightforward, humorous, or even a bit 
controversial or adversarial. Your goal is to help your reader see 
the strengths and weaknesses of each item, either in an impartial 
and fair comparison, or in a more opinionated style. You want to 
firmly establish the reader's trust in your ideas or judgments, so 
they will click through to your website. 
 
Sample Titles
 

Why ____ Is Better Than ____
The Pros and Cons of ___ And ____
____ vs. ___: Which Is Best?
The Advantages and Disadvantages of _____

Understand the Pros and Cons of ____
Do You Know the Pros and Cons of ____ vs. ____?
How ____ Stood Up Against ____ in Our Tests
Should You Get ____ or ____?
Choosing Between ____ or ____? Read This First!

 
Writing Tips

• "X vs. Y"  is similar to a product review, except you 
compare them side by side.

• Don't try to sell the reader on either X, Y, or both. Instead, 
offer as much information as you can about each, 
comparing them on key points. You shouldn't be afraid of 
adding humor or sounding opinionated, but you shouldn't 
be pitching products in this type of article. The comparison 

My Top Article Templates                                                                                                                    49

Copyright 2010, Anik Singal. All Rights Reserved.



alone should do the job of getting your reader to check out 
your website.

• If your article is comparing two products, be sure that your 
web page offers both of them for sale.

• You can also condense the points you make about two 
products into a visual comparison chart on your website, 
with prominent "Choose This Product" buttons.

• Be sure to use boldface and subheads/bullets for each 
point of comparison. It's likely that your readers found your 
article by searching for a comparison of these product 
details, so make it easy for them to skim through your 
article.

 
TEMPLATE
Remember: Each part below should have multiple short paragraphs. Use 
subheads in bold <b> </b> tags and keep paragraphs short - no more than 
2-3 lines.
 

Opening: Get to the point and state the things you are 
comparing, and why it is important for the reader to 
differentiate between them (for example, one gives 

slightly different results than the other).
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Point of Comparison 1: Describe the most significant 
difference between X and Y. Always start with the most 
important or powerful difference, the one that will really 

grab your reader. If you do this, they may not even 
read all the way to the end before they decide to click 

on your 
resource box!

 

Point of Comparison 2: Describe the second most 
significant difference between X and Y.
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Point of Comparison 2: Describe the third most 
significant difference between X and Y.

Closing: If you wish, you can feature more than 3 
points, although it's better to sum up and hint at further 
aspects that need to be compared. That way you can 
offer your reader more information in your resource 

box, where you promise them a detailed comparison of 
X vs. Y on 10, 12, or more points on your website. This 

works well for ideas, concepts, methods, and 
strategies as well as products.
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11 - Do This, Not That
 
Goal: In this type of article, you actually balance the negative 
and positive aspects of a problem or issue for the reader. You 
begin by listing x number of things your reader should not do, 
then follow with x number of things they should do instead. The 
"do this, not that" structure has become part of our 
consciousness with popular best sellers like "Eat This, Not That," 
and you can capitalize on this hot trend with your articles.
 
Writing Tips

• The key to this type of article is the title. It may need to be 
longer than usual, but that's okay. Many readers are 
attracted by the promise of specific "to-dos" and "not-to-
dos."

• Experiment and test putting the negative aspect first in the 
title. Sometimes it will work better, and sometimes not.

• Getting your keywords into this type of article is very easy. 
With the parallel "this/not that:" structure, you have ample 
opportunities to repeat keywords in a completely natural 
way.

• This is a great way to get more mileage out of tips articles 
you've already written. Simply "recycle" the tips by 
combining positives with their opposites into new articles.

• VARIATIONS: "Ask this, not that."  "Buy this, not that."  
"Never do/say that, always do/say this."  

 
Sample Titles
 

3 Foods You Must Avoid, 3 Foods You Absolutely Must Eat 
to Lose Weight Fast  
5 Ways to Lose Money on ____, and 5 Ways to Hang On to 
It!
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The 6 ____ You Should Avoid, and the 6 You Should Buy 
Right Now
3 Problems Your Teen Won't Talk About, 3 Ways to Get 
Them to Open Up
7 Worst Mistakes You Can Make When ____, and 7 Ways to 
Correct Them Fast
3 Things You Should Never Say to a Car Salesman (and 3 
Things You Should!)
 

 
TEMPLATE
Remember: Each part below should have multiple short paragraphs. Use 
subheads in bold <b> </b> tags and keep paragraphs short - no more than 
2-3 lines.
 

Opening: State the danger of the "don't dos" right up front, 
to grab the attention of your readers immediately and to 

prepare them for the facts you are about to present.
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Doing this vs. not doing that: State each "to-do" vs. 
"don't do" in a short, catchy subhead (be sure to use 

boldface). Explain why the "to-do" is a superior choice, 
then compare it to the "don't do" choice, clearly 

showing all the downsides of the "don't do." This is a 
great way to use facts (calorie counts, sales figures, 

success rates, outcomes, prices, etc.) to demonstrate 
advantages of what you recommend).

Do This #1
Don't Do That #1

 
 

Explain what's right about "Do This #1"
 
 
  
 
 

Explain what's wrong with "Don't Do That #1"
 
 
 
 
 

Summarize the biggest advantage of "Do This #1"
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Do This #2
Don't Do That #2

 
 

Explain what's right about "Do This #2"
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explain what's wrong with "Don't Do That #2"
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summarize the biggest advantage of "Do This #2"
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Do This #3
Don't Do That #3

 
 

Explain what's right about "Do This #3"
 
 
 

Explain what's wrong with "Don't Do That #3
 
 

 
Summarize the biggest advantage of "Do This #3"

 
 

Summary: Briefly summarize the advantages of the "dos" 
vs. the "don'ts," with a special emphasis on the difference 

in results when your reader follows your "to dos."
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Closing: Hint at further benefits of knowing the facts and 
not just accepting commonly held beliefs. This is a good 
lead in to a resource box that sends your readers to a 

website that offers more facts and insider advice. 
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12 - _____, Debunked!
 
Goal: Your goal is to grab the attention of readers by exposing 
myths, fallacies, or falsehoods. You are essentially "setting them 
straight" and exposing the weaknesses in commonly held 
beliefs, ideas, attitudes, or even expert opinions.
 
Writing Tips

• You can really "go for the jugular" with these titles. The 
more your title challenges a belief or idea that most people 
think is right, the more likely your article will be read!

• You can get ideas for these types of articles everywhere, 
simply by putting your "critical thinking cap" on. Try asking 
"is that REALLY true" whenever you read or listen to 
political speeches, news items, editorials, and 
advertisements for popular "how to" products or services 
(such as weight loss, beauty, health, etc.). In fact, almost 
anything you hear or read in the mass media is fair game.

• Most "how to" niche markets are hotbeds of popular myths 
or legends about the right and wrong way to do things. 
Whether it's buying stocks to wallpapering your walls, 
chances are that there is at least one accepted method that 
has been surpassed by a better way. By calling the 
accepted method a "myth," you can grab your reader's 
attention while offering them an alternative that works just 
as well - or better.

Sample Titles
 

Why Your Most Cherished Beliefs About ____ Are Dead 
Wrong
Watch Out For These 3 Common Lies About ____
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5 ____ Myths vs ____ Cold Hard Reality
7 Expert Opinions about ____ That Don't Hold Up
Popular Lies About ____ Debunked!
Are These 7 ____ Myths Costing You Money?
Are You Being Lied To About ____?
Why You Should Dump The Most Popular Way To Do ____
3 Facts Your ___ May Be Hiding From You

 
 
TEMPLATE
Remember: Each part below should have multiple short paragraphs. Use 
subheads in bold <b> </b> tags and keep paragraphs short - no more than 
2-3 lines.
 

Opening: Summarize the main belief, idea, or opinion 
you're challenging.
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Part 1: State the dangers of holding on to these myths or 
false beliefs, and list some of the serious problems caused 

by lack of knowledge of the truth.
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Part 2: Debunk the myths. List each false belief, myth, 
legend, or falsehood, followed by the fact or truth that 

debunks it. Next, pick apart the untruth in detail, pointing 
out HOW and WHY the facts undercut it using logic. Be 

sure to use a bold subhead for each myth vs. fact. (If you 
are writing about just one false belief, you should still try to 

break it down into several parts.)

Lie/Myth/Legend #1
 

Fact/Truth #1
 
 

Logic that that shows how and why the facts destroy the myths.

 

Lie/Myth/Legend #2
 

Fact/Truth #2
 
 

Logic that that shows how and why the facts destroy the myths.

Lie/Myth/Legend #3
 

Fact/Truth #3
  
 

Logic that that shows how and why the facts destroy the myths.
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Part 3: Do a quick comparison of the myth with the reality. 
Be sure to emphasize the obvious superiority of the truth!

Closing: Remind the reader of the benefits of knowing and 
acting upon the truth. Your resource box should hint at 

further eye-opening facts and benefits, all available at your 
website.
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